FARMINGLIFE

www.farminglife.com Saturday, December 14,2019

FARMING LIFE

COLUMN:THEWAYISEEIT

NEWS

All animals should be

treated with respect

BY TRACY WORCESTER, DIRECTOR
OF FARMS NOT FACTORIES.

Farms Not Factories calls on
all high street supermarkets
andfood chains to only source
high welfare meat. With their
Pigs InChains series Jerome
and Farms Not Factories

are working to end factory
farming for good.

ThewayIseeit pigs,andallan-
imals for that matter, should
be treated with compassion
and with respect for their
natural instincts. The worst
thing imaginable for a living
creatureistobe crampedinto
a steel cage for weeks on end
without being able to turn
around. In human terms this
would amount to torture, and
yetthat'showmother pigsare
treatedintheindustrialinten-
sive animal factories which
produce about three-quar-
ters of the pork consumed in
the UK.

My campaign Farms Not
Factories is a non-profit or-
ganisationthat hasbeen cam-
paigning against pig factories
for over 15 years. Using films
for public screenings and so-
cial media, we publicise the
damage caused by factory pig
farming to the animals, hu-
man health and the environ-
ment, and urge consumers to
only buy high welfare, ethi-
cally produced pork labelled
RSPCA Assured, Free Range
or Organic.

On 26 November we
launched a new campaign

The campaignlaunchin London

Pigs in Chains, which aims to
pressurehigh street outletsto
stop sourcing pork produced
in intensive, indoor animal
factories. We surveyed over
60 well-known high street su-
permarkets and food chains
andranked them accordingto
their animal welfare sourcing
policies.

Although most supermar-
kets offer pork raised in im-
proved welfare conditions
(RSPCA Assured) or high wel-
fare conditions (Free Range,
Organic) they also sell pork
raised in conditions of utter
deprivation in factory farms
(often endorsed by the Red
Tractor Label) where pigs
are kept illegally on concrete
floors without bedding and,
to prevent tail biting caused

by stress from overcrowding,
have their tails routinely cut
off - also illegal under EU and
UK law.

The vast majority of the
restaurant outlets we sur-
veyed don’t offer a single high
welfare alternative.

Farms Not Factories has
teamed up with Jerome
Flynn, who plays Bronn in
Game of Thrones, to urge
people to help end factory
farming by signing a letter
addressed to unethical high
street food chain and super-
market CEOs, urging them to
only source high welfare pork
acrosstheir entire own brand
ranges. Farms Not Factories
is also asking people to sign
a second letter calling on the
UK government tobantheim-

port of pork produced abroad
in conditions that are illegal
inthe UK.

Please visit www.farm-
snotfactories.org to sign the
petitions.

Says Jerome: “Factory
Farming is one of the most
horrific examples of how
far we have strayed from
our hearts in the relentless
drive for profit and so called
progress. We call on all our
major retailersto do the right
thingandlead the way by ceas-
ing to trade in any meat that
isn’t high welfare. If we are
going to farm and take the
lives of our animals, then it is
our responsibility to honour
and care deeply for their lives
while they are here, by giving
them space to play and roam
happily.Icallonanyonewitha
compassionatehearttosenda
strong message toour govern-
ment and our supermarkets
by refusing to buy any factory
farmed meat! It’sahorrorsto-
ry that hasto stop!”

Thankfully there are some
high street food chains that
are already setting higher
animal welfare standards.
McDonald’s only sell RSPCA
Assured pork across their en-
tire menu and the Co-op only
sells Outdoor Bred RSPCA As-
sured pork throughout their
entire own-brand fresh pork
range. For afull breakdown of
the 60 popular supermarkets
and high street chains sur-
veyed, visit www.farmsnot-
factories.org.

SEND YOUR VIEWS OR COM-
MENTS TO FARMINGLIFE@
JPIMEDIA.CO.UK

Pig and Poultry

Fair 2020 -
stands selling

out fast!

The 2020 British Pig & Poul-
tryFairissettobebiggerand
better than ever withrecord
stand bookings so far.

As the leading event for
thesectorstheFairisamust
attend event for anyone in
the industry wanting to
keepuptodateand seewhat
is new. Taking place every
two years, the Fair returns
on 12-13 May at Stoneleigh
Park, Warwickshire, where
it will host over 350 exhibi-
tors and attract more than
10,000 visitors.

“Uptake for stand space
isreally strong for 2020,” ex-
plains event organiser Alice
Bell. “The majority of 2018
exhibitors have rebooked
and we have a lot of new in-
terest, so even having add-
ed in more stand space, we
are already over 80% sold
out, which proves the event
works for the industry.”

For producers the Fair
isrenowned as the place to
find the latest ideas and so-
lutions to take home and
implement on their own
farms - 80% of 2018 visitors
planned to make changes to
their business as a result of
attending the Fair. There is
nowhere else to hear from
expertsandleading produc-
ers, meet suppliers and see
what is new, all in one day,
under one roof.

Once again the Fair will
be partnered by ABN and
will welcome the leading
sector magazines of Poultry
Businessand Pig World as of-
ficial media partners.

Not only will there be

more suppliers than ever in
2020, but there will also be
more technical seminars
withtheintroduction oftwo
new technical theatres, al-
lowing visitors to find more
ofthe expert advice they are
looking for.

“If anyone is wanting to
exhibit with us next May,
please do get in touch soon
to secure your stand space
beforeitistoolate,” adds Al-
ice. More information about
who is already booked can
be found on the Fair website
www.pigandpoultry.org.
uk/2020-exhibitors-con-
firmed and a link to the
exhibitor brochure can be
found at; https://www.pig-
andpoultry.org.uk/content/
uploads/2019/11/9396-PP20-
Exhibitor-Email-Brochure-
HR-2-new-prices-novig.
pdfor call 02476 858 284 for
stand space details and ad-
ditional information.

The British Pig & Poul-
try Fair is a biennial, free
to attend event organised
by Grandstand Stoneleigh
Events Ltd on behalf of the
Royal Agricultural Society
of England (RASE) and part-
nered by ABN.

ABN is a leading British
manufacturer of pig and
poultry compound feed pro-
viding both products and
complementary solutions
tothe pigand poultryindus-
tries. ABN provides excel-
lence in terms of nutrition,
feed formulation and live-
stock productionadviceand
hasanindustryleading team
of procurement specialists.
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and Hedges to support sustainable

planting schemes:

Environmental Farming Schemes

Forestry Schemes

We also stock:

Ornamental hedging range for the garden
Instant hedging from 1m - 2.5m High
Wildlife Friendly Hedging Mixes
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Traditional Apple Trees

@ Free 48hr Delivery

Native Trees
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